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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MNUC NATO NPG NL 

SUBJECT: ENHANCED RADIATION/REDUCED BLAST WEAPON (ER/RB): 

DUTCH UNEASE DEEPENS 

REF: THE HAGUE 5508 

1. SUMMARY: POLITICAL EXPERTS AND THE PUBLIC HAVE THIS PAST 
WEEK BEEN TREATED TO A HEAVY DOSE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
ER/RB WEAPON AS A PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION AGAINST THE WEAPON IN 
UTRECHT AND A PARLIAMENTARY HEARING IN THE HAGUE BOTH RECEIVED 
WIDE PUBLICITY. IT IS HIGHLY DOUBTFUL THAT THIS HELPED 

CLARIPY ANY OF THE SPECIPIC ISSUES. MORE LIKELY, THE TOTAL 
EPPECT HAS BEEN TO REF, ENFORCE POLITICAL AND PUBLIC SUSPICION 
ABOUT THE WEAPON. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE DEMONSTRATION ON NOV 5 IN UTRECHT, WHILE 
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ORGANIZED BY ANTI-BOMB ACTIVISTS, HAD BROAD POLITICAL SUPPORT. 

IT WAS SPONSORED BY FIVE POLITICAL PARTIES ( THE SOCIALIST PVDS, 

D'66, COMMUNISTS, RADICALS AND PACIPISTS) COMMANDING 67 OUT 
OP 150 PARLIAMENTARY SEATS, AS WELL AS THE INTER-CHURCH PEACE 
COUNCIL AND PAX CHRISTI. ALTHOUGH HE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
CDA WITHDREW AT THE LAST MOMENT PROM SPONSORSHIP, MANY OP THEIR 
49 MEMBERS OP PARLIAMENT WERE PROBABLY SYMPATHETIC. THE EVENT 
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DREW A LARGE CROWD WHICH APPLAUDED A SUCCESSION OF SPEAKERS WHO 
DENOUNCED THE ER/RB WEAPON WITH ARGUMENTS RANGING FROM THE 
REASONABLE TO THE ABSURD. PERHSPS THE MOST EXTREME VIEW WAS 
THAT OF MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT VAN DER SPIK OF THE PACIFIST 
SOCIALIST SPLINTER PARTY, WHO CONJURED UP A PICTURE OF POTENTIAL 
USE OF THE WEAPON TO QUELL DOMESTIC SOCIAL UNREST IN WESTERN 
EUROPE. AVERSION TO THE WEAPON WAS VOICED IN MORE CONVENTIONAL 
TERMS BY SOCIALIST MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT (AND UNTIL RECENTLY 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY FOR THE SOCIALIST PARTY) HARRY VAN DEN 
BERGH, WHO TERMED THE WEAPON THE "FRIGHTENING PRODUCT OF A 
MATERIALISTIC-IF YOU WILL, CAPITALISTIC-PROCESS WHICH KILLS 
PEOPLE BUT DOES NOT AFFECT PROPERTY." THOUGH THE MEETING 
PRODUCED A LOT OF HEAT WITH LITTLE LIGHT, IT REMAINED ORDERLY. 

LIKE THE PARLIAMENTARY HEARING, WHICH TOOK PLACE ON NOV 7, 

PRESS COVERAGE, THOUGH WIDE, WAS SOMEWHAT OVERSHADOWED BY 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE GOVERNMENT FORMATION. 
THE DEMONSTRATION PROVIDED THE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE ANTI-BOMB 
ACTIVISTS 

TO GET THEIR FEELINGS OFF THEIR CHESTS AND GAVE SOME FOCUS TO 
THE EFFORTS OF THOSE WHO OPPOSE INTRODUCTION OF THE ER/RB 
WEAPON INTO EUROPE. 

3. THOUGH THE SETTING WAS ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT, THE PARLIA- 
MENTARY HEARINGS ON THE WEAPON, CONDUCTED IN THE HAGUE UNDER 
THE AUSPICES OF DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEES OF THE 
SECOND CHAMBER (THE LOWER HOUSE OF THE DUTCH PARLIAMENT), HAD 
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A SIMILAR EFFECT AND STRONGLY REENFORCED EXISTING FEELINGS 
OF DOUBT ABOUT THE ER/RB WEAPON. FROM EARLY IN THE MORNING TO 
LATE THAT EVENING A PARADE OF WITNESSES, INCLUDING SOME 
FOREIGNERS BUT NO AMERICANS, VOICED THEIR VIEWS AND SUBMITTED 
TO QUESTIONING. NONE OF THE WITNESSES CAME DOWN WHOLEHEARTEDLY 
IN SUPPORT OF THE WEAPON, THOUGH DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STRATEGIC STUDIES, COL JONATHAN ALFORD, 

AND UWE NERLICH FROM THE MUNICH INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH ON 
INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL AND PEACE QUESTIONS MENTIONED THE 
ADVANTAGES OF THE WEAPON FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT. THE TWO 
GOVERNMENT WITNESSES, MFA NATO DIRECTOR VAN VLOTEN AND CHAIRMAN 
OF THE DEFENSE STAFF GENERAL WIJTING, CAREFULLY FOLLOWED THE 
SCRIPT OF THEIR RESPECTIVE MINISTERS (REFTEL). OTHERS, INCLUDING 
SIPRI DIRECTOR BARNABY, RETIRED PROF ROLING OF THE GRONINGEN 
INSTITUTE FOR POLEMOLOGY, SAM ROZEMOND OF THE NETHERLANDS 
INSTITUTE FOR PEACE QUESTIONS AND PROF ALTING VON GEUSAU OF 
THE JFK INSTITUTE AT TILBURG, EXPRESSED VIEWS RINGING FROM 
DOUBT TO OUTRIGHT 
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CRITICISM, ALL COMING DOWN AGAINST INTRODUCTION OF THE WEAPON. 
SO DID A NUMBER OP PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING PAX CHRISTI. 

4. PERHAPS THE MOST STARTLING COMMENT DURING THE DAY CAME 
PROM GEN WIJTING, WHO, IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS, MENTIONED THE 
POSSIBILITY OP PREDELEGATION, UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, OP 
THE DECISION TO USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THE COMMENT RAISED 
EYEBROWS ALL AROUND THE ROOM AND CAUSED DISMAY ON THE 
PART OF WIJTING'S STAFF WHICH THEY DID NOT HESITATE TO SHARE 
WITH EMBASSY OPFICERS. WIJTING'S COMMENT ALSO LED THE MPA 
TO ISSUE A STATEMENT NOV 9 REAPPIRMING THAT EACH USE OP A 
NUCLEAR WEAPON WOULD REQUIRE A NEW POLITICAL AUTHORIZATION 
PROM THE PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES. EXPOERT OPINION WAS 
WIDELY DIVIDED AS TO THE POSSIBLE EPFECT OF THE WEAPON ON THE 
WESTERN DETERRENCE. OPINION WAS ALSO DIVIDED ON THE WEAPON'S 
EPPECT ON THE THRESHOLD, WITH ROLING COMMENTING THAT INTRO- 
DUCTION OP THE WEAPON WAS LIKELY TO INCREASE PRESSURE ON THE 
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AMRICAN PRESIDENT FOR ITS USE. VIRTUALLY ALLWITNESSES 

WHO ADDRESSED THE POINT PELT THAT INTRODUCTION OF THE WEAPON 

WOULD HAVE AN ADVERSE EPFECT ON ARMS CONTROL. ROLING CALLED 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE WEAPON A VIOLATION OF THE NPT. 

5. THE ISSUE OF NATO CONVENTIONAL STRENGTH REMAINED ON THE 
PERIPHERY OF THE DISCUSSION, THOUGH MOST PARTICIPANTS SEEMED 
TO ACCEPT THE IMPORTANCE OF A STRONG CONVENTIONAL EFFORT, BOTH 
AS A CONTRIBUTION TO A CREDITABLE WESTERN DEFENSE POSTURE AS 
WELL AS AN ATTEMPT TO REDUCE THE LIELIHOOD OF RELIANCE ON 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN WAREIFHTING. THE RESPECTED COLUMNIST AND HEAD 
OF THE NETHERLANDS INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS HELDRING, 
WHO WAS NOT PRESENT, WENT INTO PRINT JUST BEFORE TH HEARING WITH 
THE VIEW THAT, IF THE EUROPEANS VETOED THE ER/RB WEAPON AND 
FAILED TO STRENGTHEN THEIR CONVENTIONAL POSTURE, IT COULD 

ONLY LEAD THE US TO CONCLUDE THAT EUROPE WAS NOT INTERESTED 
IN ITS OWN DEFENSE. 

6. THROUGHOUT THE HEARING THERE WERE OCCASIONAL SOUNDS OF 
DISTRUST OF US INTENTIONS. TO NO ONE'S SURPRISE, BARNABY 
PREACHED HIS USUAL SERMON ABOUT THE SUPERPOWERS. ROZEMOND 
QUESTIONED AMERICAN WILLINGNESS TO EVER USE TNW'S FOR FEAR OF 
PUTTING AMERICAN CITIES IN JEOPARDY OF DESTRUCTION BY RUSSIAN 
STRATEGIC WEAPONS. A COUPLE OF NEWS COMMENTATIORS DESCRIBED 
THE ER/RB WEAPON AS A US THREAT AIMED TO EXTRACT A LARGER 
CONVENTIONAL DEFENSE CONTRIBUTION FROM ITS EUROPEAN ALLIES. 

7. COMMENT: DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE HEARING WAS WELL 
ATTENDED AND SERVED TO DISPLAY MUCH OF THE THINKING ABOUT THE 
ER/RB WEAPON WHICH HAS BEEN TAKING PLACE IN THIS COUNTRY SINCE 
AUGUST, IT IS NOT LIKELY TO LEAD TO GREATER CLARITY ABOUT 

THE ER/RB ISSUE IN THE MINDS OF EXPERTS OR OF THE PUBLIC. MANY 
OF THE QUESTIONS REMAIN JUDGMENTAL. MUCH OF THE THINKING WILL 
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REMAIN XUZZY. THE VIEWS OF MANY PEOPLE WILL CONTINUE TO BE 
GOVERNED BY EMOTION. 

8. THE HEARING DID MAKE CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT NO RESPONSIBLE 
PERSON IS WILLING TO GIVE AN UNQUALIFIED ENDORSEMENT TO THE 
ER/RB WEAPON. WHAT IS MORE, TH EOVERALL EFFECT OF THE HEARING 
HAS BEEN TO FEED WIDESPREAD DOUBTS ABOUT THE ADVISABILITY OF 
GOING AHEAD. EMOTIONS ABOUT THE ER/RB QUESTION WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE STRONG IN A COUNTRY DEEPLY AMBIVALENT ABOUT NUCLEAR 
ISSUES (THE HAGUE 4048 NOTAL). POLITICIANS WILL CONTINUE TO 

SEE THE WEAPON AS PLITICAL DYNAMITE AS THEY CONTEMPLATE 
PROVINCIAL, EUROPEAN AND, JUST POSSIBLY, NEW NATIONAL ELECTIONS 
EARLY NEXT YEAR. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND WITH A NEW 
GOVERNMENT NOT YET IN SIGHT, THE NETHERLANDS WILT. REMAIN 
PROFOUNDLY SKEPTICAL, IF NOT OPPOSED, TO THE INTRODUCTION INTO 
EUROPE OF THE ER/RB WEAPON. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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